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Visual Arts
Focus: Art tells us about the world. 
 
Module 1
Enduring Understanding:
Artists discuss how they use the elements of art in  
their work.

Essential Question(s):
How do artists use the use the color, line, shape  
and texture?

Module 2
Enduring Understanding:
Artists choose different subjects for their work.

Essential Question(s):
What subjects do artists choose for their art?



Visual Arts 
Module 3
Enduring Understanding:
Artists design everyday objects.

Essential Question(s):
What everyday objects are designed?
What is design?
How do artists use design to solve artistic problems?

Module 4
Enduring Understanding:
Artists from all over the world make works of art.

Essential Question(s):
How does art look in different parts of the world?



Focus: Everyone has a story to tell.
 
Module 1: Foundation
Enduring Understanding:
Theatre brings stories to life.

Essential Question(s):
Why do we share stories?

Module 2: Stories in Action
Enduring Understanding:
Stories have a beginning, a middle, and an end.

Essential Question(s):
What makes a good story?

Module 3: Theatre in the World
Enduring Understanding:
We all have stories to tell.

Essential Question(s):
How are stories used to explain ideas?
What are my own stories that I can tell?

Theatre Arts



Module 4: Playmaking
Enduring Understanding:
We share our stories to teach and entertain.

Essential Question(s):
How do stories teach and entertain us at the same time?

Audience Module: Attending Live Theatre
Enduring Understanding:
The audience talks about how the play makes 
them feel.

Essential Question(s):
Why do we talk about how plays make us feel?

Theatre Arts



Focus: Music brings people together.
 
Module 1
Enduring Understanding:
Music involves imitation and exploration.

Essential Question(s):
How can I make my voice sound like other friends 
my age?
What are different sounds I can make with my voice?
How can I use my singing voice to play games?

Module 2
Enduring Understanding:
Written symbols can represent rhythm and pitch.

Essential Question(s):
How is written music similar to written language?
Why is it important to learn to read/decode  
music symbols?
How can I write down music that I create?

Music



Module 3
Enduring Understanding:
Music is a part of every culture and helps create 
community.

Essential Question(s):
What is my culture?   
What is my heritage?
What are things that make up part of someone’s culture?
What is community?  
How is culture and community the same?   
How is it different?
Why do all cultures sing and play?
Do they all sing and play in the same way?   
How are they the same?   
How are they different?

Music



Module 4
Enduring Understanding:
Music can represent ideas and feelings.

Essential Question(s):
What kind of music makes me feel             ? (happy, 
sad, scared, etc.)
What makes music sound             ?  (happy, sad,  
scary, etc.)
What kind of emotions and ideas can I communicate 
to an audience?

Music



Focus: Dancing is about discovery.

Module 1: Foundation
Enduring Understanding:
Dancers use their bodies to move through space with 
awareness and control.

Essential Question(s):
Why is space important to a dancer?
How do dancers use the space around them?
What must dancers do to move with control and 
awareness?

Module 2: Creative Process
Enduring Understanding:
Dance is about discovering new and unusual 
movement possibilities.

Essential Question(s):
How do dancers discover new ways of moving?  
Why is this important?

Dance



Module 3: Dance in the World 
Enduring Understanding:
People dance for many reasons.

Essential Question(s):
Why, where and when do people dance?
Why do you dance?

Dance



Sample Performance Tasks
VISUAL ARTS Module 4:
With a partner, choose 2 artworks from different cultures. 
Tell how they are the same/different.
(Assessed Standards: 3.4, 3.3)

THEATRE Module 4:
Working with a small group, dramatize a fable using simple 
props, costume and set pieces. Present your play for the 
class. In your journal, draw a picture of the props, costumes 
and set pieces that you used in your presentation. 
(Assessed Standards: 3.2, 5.2)

MUSIC Module 4:
Listen to a piece of music you know (“Carnival of the 
Animals”). Respond to the music with appropriate 
movements or draw a picture to represent what you hear. 
Talk about your choices in movement.  
(Assessed Standards: 1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 3.4, 4.1, 4.2)

DANCE Module 3:
As a class, create a simple pattern dance that expresses a 
special classroom event or occasion, i.e., a birthday dance, a 
“lost tooth” dance, a beginning or ending of the week dance. 
Each of you will contribute an idea(s), and then decide as a 
class what your dance will be about and look like. Perform it 
throughout the year as a class. Share it with others. 
(Assessed Standards: 3.4, 3.1, 2.5)
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